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to take advantage of lower interest 
rates. That would put billions of dol-
lars back into the pockets of people 
who invested in their education. Refi-
nancing would help an estimated 24 
million borrowers save an average of 
almost $1,900. 

Second, the RED Act would make 2 
years of community college tuition- 
free, helping students earn an associ-
ate’s degree, the first half of a bach-
elor’s degree, or get the skills they 
need to succeed in the workforce, all 
without having to take on so much 
debt. Free tuition at community col-
lege would save a full-time student an 
average of $3,800 per year and could 
help an estimated 9 million college stu-
dents. 

Third, the RED Act would help en-
sure that Pell grants—named for our 
great Rhode Island Senator Claiborne 
Pell—keep up with the rising costs by 
indexing part of the Pell grant to infla-
tion permanently. By indexing the Pell 
grant, compared to current law, the 
maximum Pell grant award would in-
crease by $1,300 for the 2026–2027 school 
year, resulting in larger awards for 
over 9 million students, helping to re-
duce their debt. 

We think the RED Act is a critical 
step toward an essential goal: debt-free 
college. 

The American middle class was built 
in part on the opportunity provided by 
higher education. Believe it or not, it 
was once common to be able to go to 
college and graduate with no debt. We 
owe it to today’s college students to be 
able to leave college and begin to build 
their lives free of debt and ready to 
achieve their dreams. 

We look forward to bipartisan par-
ticipation on this issue in the Senate, 
although regrettably it has virtually 
never appeared in the Republican Pres-
idential debates as an issue. There are 
40 million students with $1.3 trillion in 
debt—not interested, not compared to 
Benghazi. So I am hoping we will do 
better than those candidates in this 
Chamber and be able to pull a bipar-
tisan solution together that will re-
lieve that burden of debt on our next 
generation. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
I see the senior Senator of Rhode Is-

land. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Rhode Island. 
Mr. REED. Mr. President, first, I 

commend Senator WHITEHOUSE, my col-
league from Rhode Island, for his very 
thoughtful leadership on this issue of 
education and particularly the situa-
tion where so many young people are 
so deeply in debt after a college edu-
cation. 

It was Senator WHITEHOUSE who or-
ganized a meeting in Rhode Island. I 
was there and I listened to the story he 
just related. It is astounding, the debt 
these young people and in some cases 
middle-aged people are shouldering. We 
have to do something. I would like to 
commend and thank him for his leader-
ship and urge a bipartisan effort in this 
regard. 

Mr. President, I was on the floor last 
week, and I spoke about a series of two 
amendments that I was working with 
Senator HELLER on, and they are all fo-
cused on enhancing energy storage. I 
thank Senator HELLER for his efforts in 
so many ways but particularly this bi-
partisan effort to enhance the Energy 
bill that is before us. Indeed, earlier 
this week, we were able to pass one of 
these amendments, No. 2989, that we 
introduced together to improve coordi-
nation of Department of Energy pro-
grams and authorities in order to 
maximize the amount of money that 
goes toward energy storage research 
and development. 

Let me particularly thank Energy 
and Natural Resources Committee 
chairperson LISA MURKOWSKI and rank-
ing member MARIA CANTWELL for their 
great efforts overall and particularly 
for their help in getting the Reed-Hell-
er amendment through. They have 
done an extraordinary job on this legis-
lation. 

As I have indicated, we have two 
amendments. I have also joined Sen-
ator HELLER on another amendment. 
He is the lead author. This amendment 
would amend the Public Utility Regu-
latory Policies Act—or PURPA, as it is 
known—to require industry and State 
regulators to consider energy storage 
when making their energy efficiency 
plans. By encouraging energy storage 
usage by public utilities, we will help 
expand the reach of this needed tech-
nology. 

There are many technical, financial, 
and security benefits to energy stor-
age, including: improving grid utiliza-
tion by storing and moving low-cost 
power into higher priced markets, 
thereby reducing the amount we all 
pay on our utility bills; increasing the 
value and the amount of renewable en-
ergy in the grid, thereby reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions; and enhanc-
ing the security of the grid, thereby en-
suring critical access to power in an 
emergency. We are all each day much 
more cognizant of the threat not just 
through natural disasters but through 
particular cyber intrusions which could 
affect our energy grid. This would be 
another way in which we could not 
only protect ourselves but respond 
more quickly in the case of any of 
these natural or manmade disasters. 

I want to conclude by again thanking 
my colleague and friend Senator HELL-
ER and urge our colleagues to work 
with us in a bipartisan fashion to adopt 
this amendment. 

With that, Mr. President, I thank 
you. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
PERDUE). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT 
AGREEMENT—H.R. 757 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that following 
morning business on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 10, the Senate proceed to the 
consideration of Calendar No. 359, H.R. 
757; that there be up to 7 hours of de-
bate equally divided in the usual form; 
that following the use or yielding back 
of that time the committee-reported 
amendment be agreed to, the bill, as 
amended, be read a third time, and the 
Senate vote on the bill with no inter-
vening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
would just say what we have just done 
is lock in a vote on the North Korea 
sanctions bill that has been crafted by 
Chairman CORKER and Senator GARD-
NER, a very important piece of legisla-
tion that I am pleased to say the whole 
Senate thinks ought to be taken up, 
voted on, and passed. It will be an im-
portant change in our policy toward 
this rogue regime. 

f 

UNITED STATES-JORDAN DEFENSE 
COOPERATION ACT OF 2015 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
H.R. 907 and the Senate proceed to its 
immediate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the bill by title. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 907) to improve defense co-

operation between the United States and the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Rubio 
amendment at the desk be agreed to, 
the bill, as amended, be read a third 
time and passed, and the motion to re-
consider be considered made and laid 
upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 3278) was agreed 
to, as follows: 

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute) 
Strike all after the enacting clause and in-

sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘United 
States-Jordan Defense Cooperation Act of 
2015’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress makes the following findings: 
(1) As of January 22, 2015, the United 

States Government has provided 
$3,046,343,000 in assistance to respond to the 
Syria humanitarian crisis, of which nearly 
$467,000,000 has been provided to the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. 

(2) As of January 2015, according to the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refu-
gees, there were 621,937 registered Syrian ref-
ugees in Jordan and 83.8 percent of whom 
lived outside refugee camps. 
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(3) In 2000, the United States and Jordan 

signed a free-trade agreement that went into 
force in 2001. 

(4) In 1996, the United States granted Jor-
dan major non-NATO ally status. 

(5) Jordan is suffering from the Syrian ref-
ugee crisis and the threat of the Islamic 
State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL). 

(6) The Government of Jordan was elected 
as a non-permanent member of the United 
Nations Security Council for a 2-year term 
ending in December 2015. 

(7) Enhanced support for defense coopera-
tion with Jordan is important to the na-
tional security of the United States, includ-
ing through creation of a status in law for 
Jordan similar to the countries in the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization, Japan, Aus-
tralia, the Republic of Korea, Israel, and New 
Zealand, with respect to consideration by 
Congress of foreign military sales to Jordan. 

(8) The Colorado National Guard’s relation-
ship with the Jordanian military provides a 
significant benefit to both the United States 
and Jordan. 

(9) Jordanian pilot Moaz al-Kasasbeh was 
brutally murdered by ISIL. 

(10) On February 3, 2015, Secretary of State 
John Kerry and Jordanian Foreign Minister 
Nasser Judeh signed a new Memorandum of 
Understanding that reflects the intention to 
increase United States assistance to the 
Government of Jordan from $660,000,000 to 
$1,000,000,000 for each of the years 2015 
through 2017. 

(11) On December 5, 2014, in an interview on 
CBS This Morning, Jordanian King Abdullah 
II stated— 

(A) in reference to ISIL, ‘‘This is a Muslim 
problem. We need to take ownership of this. 
We need to stand up and say what is wrong’’; 
and 

(B) ‘‘This is our war. This is a war inside 
Islam. So we have to own up to it. We have 
to take the lead. We have to start fighting 
back.’’. 
SEC. 3. STATEMENT OF POLICY. 

It should be the policy of the United 
States— 

(1) to support the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan in its response to the Syrian refugee 
crisis; 

(2) to provide necessary assistance to al-
leviate the domestic burden to provide basic 
needs for the assimilated Syrian refugees; 

(3) to cooperate with Jordan to combat the 
terrorist threat from the Islamic State of 
Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) or other terrorist 
organizations; and 

(4) to help secure the border between Jor-
dan and its neighbors Syria and Iraq. 
SEC. 4. SENSE OF CONGRESS. 

It is the sense of Congress that— 
(1) expeditious consideration of certifi-

cations of letters of offer to sell defense arti-
cles, defense services, design and construc-
tion services, and major defense equipment 
to the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan under 
section 36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act 
(22 U.S.C. 2776(b)) is fully consistent with 
United States security and foreign policy in-
terests and the objectives of world peace and 
security; 

(2) Congress welcomes the statement of 
King Abdullah II quoted in section (2)(11); 
and 

(3) it is in the interest of peace and sta-
bility for regional members of the Global Co-
alition to Combat ISIL to continue their 
commitment to, and increase their involve-
ment in, addressing the threat posed by 
ISIL. 
SEC. 5. ENHANCED DEFENSE COOPERATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—During the 3-year period 
beginning on the date of the enactment of 
this Act, the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
shall be treated as if it were a country listed 

in the provisions of law described in sub-
section (b) for purposes of applying and ad-
ministering such provisions of law. 

(b) ARMS EXPORT CONTROL ACT.—The provi-
sions of law described in this subsection 
are— 

(1) subsections (b)(2), (d)(2)(B), (d)(3)(A)(i), 
and (d)(5) of section 3 of the Arms Export 
Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2753); 

(2) subsections (e)(2)(A), (h)(1)(A), and (h)(2) 
of section 21 of such Act (22 U.S.C. 2761); 

(3) subsections (b)(1), (b)(2), (b)(6), (c), and 
(d)(2)(A) of section 36 of such Act (22 U.S.C. 
2776); 

(4) section 62(c)(1) of such Act (22 U.S.C. 
2796a(c)(1)); and 

(5) section 63(a)(2) of such Act (22 U.S.C. 
2796b(a)(2)). 
SEC. 6. MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING. 

Subject to the availability of appropria-
tions, the Secretary of State is authorized to 
enter into a memorandum of understanding 
with the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan to 
increase economic support funds, military 
cooperation, including joint military exer-
cises, personnel exchanges, support for inter-
national peacekeeping missions, and en-
hanced strategic dialogue. 

The amendment was ordered to be 
engrossed, and the bill to be read a 
third time. 

The bill was read the third time. 
The bill (H.R. 907), as amended, was 

passed. 

f 

RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the en bloc consider-
ation of the following Senate resolu-
tions, which were submitted earlier 
today: S. Res. 357, S. Res. 358, S. Res. 
359, and S. Res. 360. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolutions 
en bloc. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lutions be agreed to, the preambles be 
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be laid upon the table en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolutions were agreed to. 
The preambles were agreed to. 
(The resolutions, with their pre-

ambles, are printed in today’s RECORD 
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ENERGY POLICY MODERNIZATION 
ACT OF 2015—Continued 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, we 
have been relatively quiet on the Sen-
ate floor today with consideration of 
the Energy Policy Modernization Act, 
but that does not mean that there has 
not been a great deal of activity behind 

the scenes as we try to work out some 
of the issues that remain before us as 
we move to consider how we can suc-
cessfully modernize our energy poli-
cies, an effort that many have been en-
gaged in and great efforts of collabora-
tion and cooperation. 

To our colleagues who are looking 
forward to activity on this measure, 
know that, as the managing Members 
on the floor, we too are looking for-
ward to figuring out the way that we 
are able to advance this important bi-
partisan reform legislation. 

I recognize that we are at the end of 
the day. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, 
today I wish to discuss Senate amend-
ment No. 3021, which would enable re-
search and development of advanced 
nuclear energy technologies. I support 
this amendment but was not present 
when the Senate voted to adopt it 87–4 
on Thursday, January 28, 2016. 

Had I been present, I would have 
voted in favor of the amendment, and 
my vote would not have changed the 
outcome of this amendment. 

Research and development into the 
next generation of innovative energy 
technologies are important to our Na-
tion’s all-of-the-above energy strategy. 

Thank you. 

f 

UNITED SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS 
75TH ANNIVERSARY 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I would 
like to take this opportunity to con-
gratulate the United Service Organiza-
tions, commonly known as the USO, on 
its 75th anniversary. Since February 4, 
1941, the USO has been serving along-
side our men and women in uniform. 

Ahead of our entry into World War II 
and having witnessed the morale issues 
among the ranks during World War I, 
Army Chief of Staff General George C. 
Marshall called for an effort that would 
bring together private, civilian organi-
zations to provide recreational activi-
ties and entertainment for the troops. 
As President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
stated, ‘‘not by machines alone will we 
win this war,’’ and so he directed the 
newly formed USO to keep service-
members in touch with the comforts of 
home, no matter where they were de-
ployed. 

Initially led by the YMCA, YWCA, 
the Salvation Army, the National Jew-
ish Welfare Board, the National Catho-
lic Community Service, and the Trav-
eler’s Aid Society, the USO provided 
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